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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT September 18, 1942,

Thanks very much for your thoughtful
J v o
letheor of the 1l4th.

e-up on the Patrol sounds
like a proj I think you ars doing a
fine thing ir ndo taking it while the early
days are within sight and developments are
taking place that come within your knowledge.
Tt somnds as though Collier's Editors should
look at the material when you have shaped it.

Atbached is copy of the chronology
to replace the previous lineup you suspect

reposes in the NAA file.
I

LILT LA &

With best wishes,

yineerely yours,

Capte Kendall K. Hoyt,
Office of Civilian Defenss,
Washington, D. C.
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CIVIL AVIATION SERVICES Jan. 22, 1942
© 1941 CHRONOLOGY OF ORIGIN AND PROGRESS

_Apr, 22 Letter written and presented by Thomas H. Beck to President Roosevelt briefly
outlining plan for utilization of civilian pilots in national defense and
urging its adoption.

May - Mr. Beck contacted Hr. Guy Gemnett, Portland, Maine, publisher, and showed
: ¥Mr, Gannett eopy of his letter tec the President.

June 1~5 Mr. Gannett left National Aercnautic Association convention in Loulsville, Ky.,
ahead of time in order to see Mr. F.H., LaGuardia snd present the plan to him
in New York City.

June 12 Letter from Kendall K, Hoyt, of NAA, to W.E. Blenchard, asking lr. Beck be
advised that MNr. LaGuardia had formed a committee to submit plan, consisting
of Wessrs. Beck, Gannett and Gill Robbt Wilson (President of NAA)., Pirst meet—
ing scheduled for June 17th.

June 32 Letter from LaGuardia to Mr. Beck formally appointing committee as abovi.
June

17 Meeting of ¥essrs. Beck, Gannett Znd Wilson in Board Room of Crowell-Collier
Publishing Co., 250 Park Avenue, New York City, at which a tentative plan was
drafted, (Kendall K. Hoyt alsc attended and took minutes -~ ses emtry Jume 19).

June 17 [Mr, Beck wrote Mr. LaGuardia advising that meeiing had been held and plan drafted;
the plan to be presented after further study and research.

June 19 Letter from Hoyt onclosing minutes of June 17th meeting.

June 20 Research report from R.A.Robinson of Crowell-Collier giving data requested by
Mr. Beck., Copy sent to Wilson.

Jatle 289 Messrs, Beck and Wilson presented plan f.o La.Guardia at Washington, D.C.

July 9 MNessrs, Bec: and Wilson in Washingion to see LaGuardia, but 3400 PH appeints
ment cancelled at last minute due to LaCuardia being called vefore Govera- -
ment committee, cn ancther matter.

July 11 Letter from ¥r. Beck to President Roosevelt on another subject, mentions
plan apd progress, and reminds that it stemmed from Beck's original letter
to the President of April 22nd, :

July 11 Research repcrt sent to Gannett by H.A. Cathcart, for use in further reports

July 30 Letter from H.L, Caravati, Asst. Director of Civilian Conservaticn Corps,
enclosing pamphlet on CCC defense activities. Sent to Wilsen.

July 31 Letter from Mr. Beck %o LaGuardia asking what has happened teo report sub-
mitted by the committee, and urging prompt action. Also mentions report
from CCC indicating they haye men and qquipment which could be used to bulld
landing strips and air fields. -

Aug. 4 Letter from Kendall K. Heyt reporting; cnylslk with Army people ccncerning
Army's organizing private pilots and planes

. {mext, page)
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Aug. 5 Mr. Beck's reply to Hoyt's letter of Aug. 4th stating he does not believe
it feasible that the Army crganize civilian pilots due to lack of time, ete.

Aug. 6 Letter from LaGuardia admitting delay in considering plen and promising
early action.

Auge 8 Letter from Hoyt reporting that Mr. Beck's letter to LaGuardis dated
July 3lst had apparently secured results, because LaGuardia had appointed
Reed G. Lendis of his office (Office of Civilian Defense, Washington) te
work on the plan.

Aug., 12 Letter from LaGuardia reporting real progress under Landis. Asks opinion
on idea of placing ®State Wings" units under State Guard supervision.
{¥r. Beck out cf town when this letter was received, and it was therefore
relayed to Filson - sce entry below at August 14th),

Avge 14 LaGuardia's letier to Mr. Beck of Aug. 12th relayed to Gill Robb Hilson,
asking that he reply to questicn.

Aug., 22 #Telegram from LaGuardia calling meeting for August 25th at 3:0C PH inN.X.

Auge 23 Copy of letter Wilson sent to LaGuardia in answer to the latterts letter
of Apgust 12th to Mr. Beck. Wilson's opinicn is that proposal fer placing
State Wings under State Guard units is not feasible,

Aug. 25 #ieeting mot held. Mr. Beck was in West, and Wilson, to whom telegram was
relayed, was also away and secretary could not reach him,

Sept. 4  Heeting held with LaCuardia in Washington, 1:00 PH,

Sept. 11  Letter to ILaGuardies regarding use of CCC for building landing strips and
air fields. (See letter of July 3lst, shich briefly mentions seme subject).

Sept. 22 Reply tc above letter from LaGuardia stating that plan for using CCC has
been taken up for discussicn with the Civil Aeronautics Administration,

#0oct. > Letter from Reed G. Landis with copies of letters sent to the Secretaries
of War, Havy and Commerce outlining decision reached by the Office f

Civilian Defense regarding Civil Air Patrol, which is characterised as 3o
"Step Mumber One® in the program for civil aercmautics in defense.

Octa 9 ¥r. Beck's reply to Landis letter of October 3rd, expressing hope that
as socn as the first step is completed other steps will be take up,
particularly the teaching of fundamentals of avia’cicm in pubiiec aaohooll

Oet. 9 Letter from Landis enclosing letter from Dé';td H. Conrolly, Administrator
of Civil Aeronautics to the affec'b ‘ahat tha htter is taking uyy the
CCC suggestion with the QCE:- B Y

# This may be taken as the date cn which ithe plan was officially adopted. No furiher
correspondence of import on the subject AT wmas, the matter having thew been
progecuted by Gill Robb Wilson. L L 1A
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A plan for increasing defenss and war-conscicusness snd
for enlisting the youth of the United States in aviadion,

(1) Eave the Bureau of BEducation supply textbecks and
model sirplanes (both rubber and engine powered) to all elementary
sehools in the United States and presoribe a course in modsl flying
with contests held bi-menthiy,

{2} Have the Bureau of Educatlon buy and supply at least
one glider, disassesbled, tc sach high s6hool in the United States,
together with textbooks and & plapned course in giider flying.

(3) Have the National Youth idministration, the Civilian
Conservation Corps and all Civilian Pilot Training students who
have not been accepted by the Army and Navy organised inite a youth

- aviation patrel. The Government would Turnish light aireraft

{Piper, Tayloreraft, Aeronca, Luscombe type ships retailing for
arcund $1,500, built with fabric and using very 1little alumimum)
to these corps for use in patrel, cbservation and two-way radio

-

- Units could be organiszed on both coasts and the borderss

1 assume that at least six or eight boye eould be trained per ship

To, the Preaident

jand gould work in shilts covering pre-~determined areas, Socme of
‘ these boys eould be trainsd ss cbservers and camers men, others as
‘pllots, and atill others as twowway radio men., *Hams® cm the ground

could act as relay stations and dally reports would be made to
reserve officers designated for the purpose, In this way the boys
would be trained and kept in the alr, their licenses maintained,

411 this aviation trzining would lead to an immediste
eonselousness of aviation throughtut the United States and would,
of course, put the youth «f the land al work es "salesmen® for
allegut defense and preparedness.

Respectiully yours,

Thomas H. Beck

W’ D.c. I34S o
.fPrueatod personally by Mre Beek) |
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